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SECOND PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Commissioner of Patents 
Box Missing Parts 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In advance of the examination of the application, please rewrite claims 12 and 23 
as follows. A marked-up version of the claim amendments is set forth in Exhibit A. 



12. In a data-over-cable system, a method for minimizing accumulation of 



a) said cable modem time stamping the arrival of TCP ACK packets from an end 
station connected to said cable modem; 

b) transmitting one or more packets from said cable modem to a cable modem 
termination system containing data associated with a plurality of said time 
stamps; 




TCP ACK 



packets at a cable modem, comprising the steps of: 



